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of use. The uproarious, choleric frankness of his
comments on people's character and conduct caused
him to be feared at bottom. Though in conversation
many pretended not to mind him in the least, others
would only smile sourly at the mention of his name,
and there were even some who dared to pronounce him
"a meddlesome old ruffian." But for almost all of
them one of Captain Eliott's outbreaks was nearly as
distasteful to face as a chance of annihilation.